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This past February I attended the Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging Mid-Winter meeting in Palm 
Springs, California.  While it was a nice break to escape the blankets of snow and cold that covered most of the 
Midwest at that time, there was plenty of snow welcoming me back to Chicago upon my return.  Still, it was a nice 
escape if even just briefly.  I always look forward to attending SNNMI meetings because it gives me an opportunity 
to see what is happening with our colleagues throughout the United States.  Most of the time, the challenges that 
are faced across the country mirror many of the same concerns we find right here in our own backyards; CMS 
reduction of payments , procedural decline, depressed job market, the need for domestic isotope production, and 
the ever-evolving role of the Nuclear Medicine Technologist. 

The changing role and increasing responsibilities of the NMT has been a topic of discussion for some time now.  In 
January 2013, The PET scope of practice was approved at the Mid-Winter meeting which was held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana.  The PET scope of practice was created to define clinical performance standards for the education and 
training of Technologists who are qualified to perform PET procedures.  These include CNMTs (both NMTCB and 
ARRT), as well as Radiologic Technologists and Radiation Therapy Technologists who have qualified and passed the 
respective certification exams offered by ARRT or the CAMRT, and who have successfully completed the PET 
specialty exam offered by the NMTCB.  The scope of practice is divided into the categories of patient care, 
instrumentation/quality control, diagnostic procedures, adjunctive medications, PET radiopharmaceuticals, and 
radiation safety. The clinical performance standards provide a basis for establishing knowledge in each one of 
these areas.   

That following June, the NMT scope of practice was revised and updated at the 2013 annual meeting held in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. It was revised to follow the same format as the PET scope of practice.  Additionally, it 
was updated to include responsibilities in CT and research.  Subsequently, The Nuclear Medicine Technology 
Certification Board (NMTCB) recognized the need of NMTs to be educated in Computerized Tomography with the 
increasing use of PET/CT and SPECT/CT in many institutions.  With the growing use of CT within Nuclear Medicine 
departments and a need for more trained NMTs to perform these exams; the NMTCB has created a CT board exam 
to certify those NMTs who are skilled in performing Computerized Tomography.  The CT exam eligibility 
requirements are that applicants must currently be a certified NMT with 500 hours of PET/CT, SPECT/CT, and/or CT 
and 35 classroom hours.  Applications begin in June 2014 and the fee is $180 for the exam with a $35 yearly 
renewal fee.  More information on the CT board exam offered by the NMCTB can be found on their website 
www.nmtcb.org 

There is no doubt that our profession is evolving into something new, and we are finding ourselves amidst blurred 
lines that once strictly defined other modalities from ours.  To some, the change may be met with fear and pose an 
identity crisis as they have never imagined themselves as anything else than a Nuclear Medicine Technologist.  To 
others, they may perceive it as time to further their knowledge in order to advance their career and remain 
marketable in a challenging economy.  If we each take the steps to blur the lines of our own professional identities, 
many possibilities are within our reach.  Nuclear Medicine is not the same as it was when I entered the field almost 
15 years ago, nor will it be the same in another 15 years, but I am honored to be serving as your President this year 
during such an exciting time in our profession.    
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