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José R. Sánchez, President and Chief Executive Officer of Norwegian American Hospital, is Chicago’s only Latino 
hospital CEO. He is a senior health care executive with 30 years’ experience in the operational, 
strategic and fiscal management of healthcare and multi-hospital systems.  He began his career as 
a clinical social worker before advancing through the ranks of the New York City Health and 
Hospitals Corporation (HHC), the largest public health system it the nation.  Sanchez ultimately 
served as Senior Vice President and Chief Executive of the Generations+/Northern Manhattan 
Health Network, comprised of three acute care hospitals, three diagnostic and treatment centers, 
and 20 community based health centers in Manhattan and the Bronx.   
Since his arrival in Chicago, Norwegian American Hospital has had one of the most successful 
safety net hospital turnarounds in the country and has received national recognition in the areas 
of finance, information technology, innovation, and quality improvement. Under his leadership, Norwegian is the 
recipient of the 2015 Healthgrades Patient Safety Excellence award, recognizing the hospital as among the top 
10% of all hospitals nationwide for excellence in patient safety. He led the hospital to a successful Level II 
perinatal service designation for a period of three years by exceeding every State requirement, one year more 
than the standard two year designation awarded. He was the honorable mention recipient of American’s Essential 
Hospitals’ 2015 Gage Award for transformation of Perinatal Quality.  Sánchez led the once struggling Norwegian 
American Hospital through two consecutive Joint Commission Accreditation surveys. 

Sánchez is Chairman of the Board of Family Health Network, the largest Medicaid health plan in the State of 
Illinois with $600 million in revenue. He is the architect of numerous innovative programs around the State 
including leading the creation of MyCare, which in partnership with ten other entities provides healthcare services 
to 60,000 Medicaid enrollees. He took the lead in developing Be Well Partners in Health, a Coordinated Care 
Entity for Medicaid enrollees diagnosed with significant mental illness. Sánchez helped develop the Community 
Care Alliance of Illinois (CCAI), a Coordinated Care Entity for Medicaid enrollees with long-term disabilities which 
currently has more than 6,000 members. 

Sánchez was recently reappointed to his second term on the State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) 
Implementation Coordination Council by Governor Rauner. He also serves as a member of the Budgeting for 
Results Commission and the Illinois Department of Public Health Perinatal Advisory Committee. He is a nominee 
for the Illinois State Board of Health, subject to approval by the Senate. Mr. Sánchez is one of 24 appointees who 
work collaboratively with the Governor’s Health Care Reform Implementation Council to promote state-wide 
improvements in public health. Mr. Sánchez also serves on the boards of the following: Illinois Hospital 
Association, Puerto Rican Arts Alliance and the City Club of Chicago. In addition, he is a member of the Board of 
Boricua College in New York, a four year college designed to serve the educational needs of Puerto Ricans and 
other Hispanics. In October 2009, Sánchez was named among the “Most Influential Latinos” in the United States 
by Hispanic Business Magazine, a New York Times Co. syndicated publication and featured in the May 2015 issue 
of nationally distributed Hispanic Executive Magazine which features top Latino executives in the United States. 
 
Sánchez has been a licensed social worker since 1979. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from the 
City College of New York and a Master of Social Work from Adelphi University. In 2002, he was conferred an 
honorary doctorate degree from the New York College of Podiatric Medicine. This honor recognized his 
measurable accomplishments and steadfast commitment to improving the health status of the poorest and most 
disadvantaged populations in New York City. 
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