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The Continued Privilege of Voting 
Editorial by Norman E. Bolus, MSPH, MPH, CNNMT, FSNMMI-TS 

 
It seems that more and more people take the privilege of voting for granted and simply 
either chose not to vote or feel their vote does not count. Perhaps in this election year, 
we feel that we have no one to vote for, given the choices that we apparently have 
currently for president of the United States. But, regardless, of how we feel about the 
candidates, we have a civic duty to analyze the ones that we do have and make an 
informed decision on who to vote for and actually vote. Why do I feel so passionate 
about this civic duty? Because, for me, it is hard to believe that merely less than 100 
years ago women in the United States (U.S.) did not even have the privilege to even 
vote. Let’s just contemplate that fact for a moment, women in the U.S. prior to 1920 
were not able to vote in any national election. The women’s suffrage movement led to 
the 19th amendment of the U.S. Constitution which was ratified in 1920. Prior to this 
point in our U.S. history only men could vote in national elections. That seems so 
foreign and other worldly to us today as an ancient, archaic idea that is hard to believe. 
Also, in 1965, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 fully enforced the 15th amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution that made it illegal to discriminate against any U.S. citizen from having 
the right to vote. Prior to this point a myriad of state constitutions had voter IQ tests and 
poll taxes that prevented many people from voting. Furthermore, in 1971, the 26th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution allowed 18 year olds to vote in national elections 
for the first time. I can actually remember this hallmark event in U.S. history. The turmoil 
of the Vietnam War led to this change in the national election process. As we as a 
country once valued the right to vote and fought for women to have this privilege as well 
as all citizens and for 18 year olds to have this right. Somewhere in the last 40 - 50 
years we as Americans have become complacent about the privilege to be able to vote. 
This is a mistake and everyone should value, that as a democracy, the very essence of 
that process is that we not only should embrace the idea of voting in all elections, but 
appreciate that we have the right to do so.  


