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Springtime! What a great and exciting time of year. Each spring the CCSNMMI holds its annual meeting. 
This year the meeting, Nuclear Medicine A to Z, was held in Oakbrook, IL.  Topics ranged from “How to 
get paid for these studies” to a Read with the experts session. This was the first time the Chapter has 
tried a Read with the expert session and it was a great success! It is a marvelous way to see interesting 
cases and make a diagnosis (anonymously – which is the best way when you are a physicist such as 
myself!)  The same anonymous voting was also utilized during four Self Assessment Modules (SAM) 
sessions. For the past few years, the CCSNMMI has been able to offer four SAM credits per meeting 
(spring and fall) for our physician and physicist attendees. If you are looking for a way to obtain SAM 
credits, this is a great venue to acquire them. We will continue to strive to bring the best possible 
educational experience to all the members of our chapter.   

The meeting also had thirteen student abstract presentations. This is an outstanding opportunity to 
present the hard work and dedicated research while overcoming the nerves of speaking to your peers.  
Congratulations to all the presenters this year! . Abstracts are only presented during the annual meeting 
in the spring. Therefore, residents, technologists and students, you have until next March to come up with 
a topic! There are cash awards for the best presenters in each category. 

Have you ever wondered: “What does the SNMMI do for me and my practice?” The update on current 
issues with the SNMMI was given by Dr. Dillehay, who is the SNMMI Immediate Past-President. He 
discussed SNMMI Strategic Plan that was approved in June of 2013.  It consists of five goals which 
include the advancing the development and approval of studies, facilitating the availability and clinical 
utilization, increasing utilization of radionuclide therapy, promoting quality, value and safety in imaging 
and supporting a professional workforce and environment. What does this all mean? The SNMMI is 
working hard to obtain reimbursement for new imaging agents. They have hosted an industry forum to 
identify the most significant environmental conditions affecting nuclear medicine. With the possibility of 
Mo-99 shortages beginning in 2016, SNMMI members and patient advocates met with more than 70 
Congressional offices this year to advocate for a domestic source of Mo-99 and also to maintain current 
budget funding. These are definitely topics that we will all be watching closely in the year to come!  

One other area discussed was the Future Leaders Academy.  The Future Leaders Academy included 
facilitated discussion on effective communication, conflict resolution, ethics and professionalism. The 
attendees are assigned mentors and also placed on SNMMI committees. The next Academy is planned 
for the 2016 Mid-Winter Meeting (Orlando, FL). 

It was my honor to present the Steven M. Pinsky Distinguished Service Award, which is the highest honor 
the CCSNMMI can bestow upon a member, to Robert T. Anger, Jr., MS, MPH. Many of you in Indiana 
probably know Mr. Anger, since he has been teaching residents and nuclear medicine technologists since 
1971! Thank you Bob for all your dedicated years of service with the CCSNMMI. 

I also had the opportunity to introduce Tina M. Buehner, MS, CNMT, RT(N)(CT) as the President of the 
CCSNMMI-TS. She will be completing a second year as the president of the tech section. Tina was 
recognized this year as a SNMMI-TS Fellow. To be recognized for this award, you must demonstrate 
leadership and have made a significant contribution to the profession of Nuclear Medicine Technology at 
the national level while promoting the following areas; participation in professional activities, education, 
professional experience, professional contributions and civic activities. Congratulations to Tina for being 
awarded this high designation! 



Now that I am the past-president of the chapter, I would like to say “Thank you!” to everyone for giving me 
this opportunity and to all who supported me throughout the year. It was an amazing experience and one 
that I will treasure. I look forward to seeing everyone at the Fall Education Symposium on October 10-11 
at the Hyatt Regency in Indianapolis, Indiana. 


