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While it is still spring, I am already looking forward to October in Chattanooga, 
not just because there are so many fun things to do in and around the city. I am 
excited about the program, particularly some of the clinical speakers who provide 
that important context of what they do with the data from studies and the impact 
on patients. I hope to see many of you there in October.  
 
Throughout the spring and fall of last year, we wrestled as a community with the 
ABR-ABNM merger question that was set before us. While that is currently laid 
aside, the issues of training and jobs remain central in our minds. To address the 
training issue, SNMMI President Hossein Jadvar established the Future Training 
Pathways Taskforce in December 2015. The SECSNMMI is well represented on 
the Taskforce which has met once in person and once by phone already. Though 
it is early in the discussion, a combined 3 years of radiology and 2 years of 
nuclear medicine was favored as the prototypical pathway but a separate 
pathway for physicians with other boards such as cardiologists and neurologists 
was also seen as crucial. Look for updates from the Taskforce and please feel 
free to add your thoughts. 
 
Our field is ever changing with advances in technologies and tracers. Gallium-68 
generator approval seems on the near horizon which should allow a host of Ga-
68 PET tracers to become more widely used in the United States. First as 
institution INDs, as Mayo has done with C-11 Choline, or using the orphan drug 
pathway and hopefully with full FDA submissions in the future to allow 
widespread distribution. But the era of an imaging test being acceptable if the 
images are prettier than the older technology are gone. The payers are 
demanding changes not just in the sensitivity or specificity of the test but in 
outcome of the patients. Fortunately, noting the difficulty in assessing these 
outcomes measures, Medicare has funded Coverage with Evidence 
Development (CED) trials in collaboration with medical societies. 
 
We in Nuclear Medicine have been familiar with this concept for a decade as 
May 8th was the 10 year anniversary of the National Oncologic PET Registry 
(NOPR) for FDG PET. Currently, the IDEAS trial just opened enrollment March 
2016 and is designed to assess the clinical utility of a beta amyloid PET scan on 
clinical patient-oriented outcomes. The goal of this joint ACR, SNMMI, and 
Medicare trial is to recruit 18,000 patients in 2 years at sites across the nation. If 
you have a neurology, psychiatry, or geriatrics group in your area who sees large 
numbers of patients with dementia, I encourage you to look into the details of 
signing up for the IDEAS trial and discussing it with the dementia group. You may 
not be just building relationships in your community, but building up nuclear 
medicine as a whole. 

http://www.ideas-study.org/

