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ACHE Members of the Metropolitan Chicago area, 

Happy fall to my healthcare leader colleagues of Metropolitan Chicago!  You won’t hear any polar vortex 
jokes coming from me…. 

I have had the opportunity recently to speak with future leaders studying in different types of 
healthcare leadership programs (MHA, MBA, MHSA, etc.) about our profession – sharing my personal 
experiences, my colleagues’ career paths, and our experience with association involvement.  These 
conversations are always rewarding – hopefully to the individuals or groups seeking input, but most 
certainly to me.  It’s a time to self-reflect on what have been takeaways from experiences and 
relationships and consider who in the network I have built over the years that I want to reconnect with. I 
hope you continue to have these types of conversations with future and developing leaders to promote 
our profession. 

Let me remind those of you who are early careerists (defined by American College of Healthcare 
Executives as individuals under the age of 40) about the Early Careerist Network (ECN).  Any member of 
ACHE or current FACHE who fits these criteria is automatically enrolled and will receive the ECN 
benefits.  These include: the bi-monthly ACHE Early Careerist Newsletter, access to message boards, 
LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter, ACHE discounts for events, focused educational and mentoring 
opportunities.  I encourage you to review the ECN brochure 
(http://www.ache.org/mbership/ecn/ECN_Benefits_brochure.pdf) for the most up-to-date list.  One 
such benefit (which I forgot about as I moved into the mid-careerist stage myself!) is a discount coupon 
(valued up to $300) to use on an ACHE program or service.  Take advantage of this by learning 
something new or using a career development resource 
(http://www.ache.org/mbership/ECN/EarlyCareerCarNet.cfm).   

The 2nd (hopefully to become officially Annual) “Day in the Life” Executive Shadow Day for healthcare 
leaders will occur across Metropolitan Chicago on Monday, February 2, 2015.  In 2014, 26 matches were 
made, affording the opportunity for early careerists to shadow healthcare executives throughout the 
healthcare continuum of provider and vendor business markets.  Thank you to Marque Macon 
(mmacon@lumc.edu), ACHE member, for coordinating this event last year.  Marque would be happy to 
put you on the list of interested parties – both hosts and early careerists – and will send details, 
including an application to participate.  It’s an easy way to broaden your professional network!  Be a 
shadow or be the Groundhog, we hope you participate this year. 

A few additional notes of interest: 

• ACHE is looking for program assistants for the 2015 Congress on Healthcare Leadership, March 
16–19 at the Hilton Chicago/Palmer House Hilton. ACHE Student Associates are eligible to apply, 
and will be required to work for a minimum of eight hours in exchange for a refund of the 
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student registration fee.  You must complete an online application 
(http://www.ache.org/congress/progasst/progfaq.cfm) which will be available on November 14, 
2014.   

• Several competitions and scholarship opportunities are currently underway.  Please click on the 
links for details: 

o Richard J. Stull Student Essay Competition in Healthcare Management -  
http://www.ache.org/Faculty_Students/student_essay.cfm.  

o Albert W. Dent and Foster G. McGaw graduate student scholarships - 
http://www.ache.org/Faculty_Students/dent_scholarship.cfm and 
http://www.ache.org/Faculty_Students/mcgaw_scholarship.cfm. 

o 31st Annual Management Innovations Poster Session at ACHE Congress on Healthcare 
Leadership - http://www.ache.org/PUBS/Research/mgmtinnovations.cfm. 

I hope to always provide ways you can raise your hand and become involved as one of your ONE GOALS 
for the year.  I am here for you to help you achieve whatever you set out to achieve!  

Make it happen! 

Anita Halvorsen, FACHE 

anita.halvorsen@presencehealth.org 
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